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Eight-Bell Music, Twelve-Bell Music, and Much More! 
 

Come and be part of a new adventure in handbells! We have lots of 
eight-bell arrangements that range from fairly easy to definitely 

challenging - over 100 now, in fact. They can be played as four-in-hand 
duets, as trios, or even as quartets. We’ve also just started on a line of 

new twelve-bell arrangements which are lots of fun to play. 
 

Best of all, they’re available online - just make your purchase in our 
eStore and you’ll receive an email with instructions for how to download 
your music. Come and visit us at http://larryandcarla.com, click on “Our 

Music”, and then click on the link to our “music publishing site”. 
 

Larry & Carla Sue 

  
 

 
 

AARDVARK MUSIC 
 

Over 250 arrangements by Sandra Winter 
available for 6, 8, 12 bells, 2, 3, 5/7 octaves;  
for Easter, Christmas, classics, early music,  

bells with spoken voice;  
with percussion; for audience participation;  

for ringing and singing, for massed ringing ……  
 

Purchase by mail order from the address 
below,  

online from HRGB National Sales, 
 or order from Bells of Whitechapel. 

 
Two catalogues available 

(Music for 6-12 Bells; Music for 2-5 octaves).  
 

Aardvark Music 
Email   aardvarkhandbellmusic@gmail.com 

 

MUSIC FROM 

THE DRONFIELD 

COLLECTION 
 

Play the classics on your 

bells. 
 

For catalogue of over 50, 2 

and 2+ octave concert 

arrangements, now including 

some 

3 octave and 5 octave music, 

send SAE to: 
 

The Dronfield Collection, 

Vic Cox, 36 Elwood Road, 

Bradway, Sheffield S17 4 

RH. 

or try our website:  

www.dronfieldbells.co.uk  
 

mailto:aardvarkhandbellmusic@gmail.com
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EDITORS NOTES 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of the South East Region Newsletter, in which you 

will find:- 

 'Ladies in Lavender', 

  a poem to jog your memory, 

                 some gardening hints for September and October, 

                 a few chuckles! 

                 and proposed diary for 2021/2022 

 

Many thanks to Lammas Ringers for their piece!  

It is lovely that things are now getting back to normal, so hopefully ringing will 

also start again in earnest, and more articles will appear! 
 

The deadline for the next Newsletter is   21st November 2021 
 
 

Best wishes to all  

Valerie    v.j.boon@ntlworld.com 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honoured Members of the South East Region 
  

Cliff Blundell   Keith Rowland 

Angela Blundell  Wendy Rowland 

Pauline Dover   Michael Wilkinson 

Bridget Smith   Derek Wilkinson 

                   Jeanne Turner 
 

A Few One-liners 

 

Did you hear about the restaurant on the moon? Great food, no atmosphere. 
 

What did the big flower say to the little flower? Hi bud! 
 

Some people eat snails. They must not like fast food. 
 

Did you hear the Energizer Bunny was arrested? He was charged with 

battery. 

 

They say I'm addicted to brake fluid, but I can stop anytime I want. 
  

 

http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/entertainment/music/black-white-notes.gif
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Issue 122   CHAIR’S CHAT   September 2021 

 
Dear Ringers, 

 

It’s so good to hear about teams being back ringing again – and our 

first ‘back to ringing’ regional rally!  Thanks to Geoff and Mandy for 

providing a write up and photos.  Although I wasn’t able to be there, 

Sandra and Martin were in attendance and reported that everyone 

enjoyed themselves!  

 

Our next diary event is our postponed regional AGM. This will take 

place WITHOUT a rally – so just the meeting itself.  The meeting is 

more of a formality.  Your regional committee and officers have 

agreed to stay in post (as elected in 2020) until 2022, and the 

meeting is taking place to formalize this.  You are more than welcome 

to join us at Sanderstead on October 30th, but please note that 

there is NO RALLY or RINGING on this occasion. 

 

If you would like to host an event next year – maybe just your team 

and a few local ones – please do get in touch with myself or Sandra 

and we will give you any help and guidance you need.   

 

Enclosed with this newsletter (well, electronically attached!) is the 

application form for the South East Region Bell Orchestra.  Rather 

than contact all those who were in SERBO last March, Keith and 

Sandra have decided to adopt the ‘blank slate’ approach.  Anyone who 

would like to take part in the audition and first rehearsal day in 

November needs to complete the form and send it back to Keith (or 

put the information into an email!).  It is up to you whether you feel 

ready to take part in this or not, please do not feel pressured into 

joining, even if you have previously been a member.  The form is also 

available on the South East Region Website. 
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We have received details of Alan 

Collings celebration service.  While 

his family have tried to contact all 

his friends and fellow ringers, they 

want to ensure everyone who knew 

him has been invited, so have asked 

us to share this invitation with 

anyone who might wish to attend. 

 

 

 

 

Finally, please send us your photos (with or without an article) for the 

next edition of your team starting back to rehearsals – it would be 

great to see how much ringing is now going on in the region! 

Yours,  Helen   HELENLSECKER@GMAIL.COM 

 

mailto:helenlsecker@gmail.com
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The First South East Region Rally Since March 2020! 
 

On Sat, Sept 18th, in glorious late-summer weather, Bishop’s Bells hosted an 

Invitation Rally at The Meon Hall, set in the picturesque village of Meonstoke in 

the heart of the Meon Valley, Hampshire. 

  

They very much wanted this special day to be seen as a “Return To Ringing” 

event, where we could catch up with old friends and play some fun music to blow 

away the cobwebs.  In addition, this was to celebrate the life and ringing of 

Maureen McAndrew (Maude), Bishops Bells’ late musical director, who passed 

away in 2020.   As requested by Maude, her team played Pachelbel’s Canon in 

her memory. This was a very moving performance and extra thanks go to Sandra 

Winter for providing this new 4-octave arrangement. 

 

This rally was very much an act of faith, as – for months – it was not clear 

whether it would go ahead, with Covid restrictions changing on an almost weekly 

basis.  But, by the end of August, we had the green light and final preparations 

could be made.  A detailed risk analysis was undertaken and concluded that the 

combination of appropriate table-spacing, good ventilation, provision of hand 

sanitisers and frequent fresh-air breaks, etc would allow us to safely proceed. 

 

8 teams (45 ringers) from the surrounding area attended – Bishop’s Bells, Cottage 

Chimes, Fordingbridge, Kingsworthy, Owslebury, Swanmore, Sway, plus Mandy 

& Geoff (duet team).   Although most teams were missing a few people (for 

various reasons), the ringing was – nevertheless – extremely enjoyable.  Bearing 

in mind the fact that some groups had only managed to get a couple of rehearsals 

in before the big day – the ringing standard was very good, too! 

 

We were lucky enough to be expertly conducted by June Goble (Maude’s sister & 

Bishops Bells’ current musical director) and Katherine Wedge (a former Bishops 

Bells member), who was good enough to travel down from Northumberland 

where she lectures in music.   The rally pieces were Celebrations, Sakura, Cubley 

Brook, Siyahamba and La Rejouissance. Special thanks go to John Atkinson of 

the NW region for transcribing his arrangement of Cubley Brook to Treble and 

Bass Staffs for this rally. 



5 

 

Solos were performed by Cottage Chimes, Bishops Bells, Sway and Mandy and 

Geoff 

Huge thanks go to Bishops Bells for all their hard work getting this Rally off the 

ground, working so hard on the day to keep us happy and keeping us stoked with 

tea coffee and cakes. We had an absolute blast! May this Rally be the first of 

many to come………Mandy and Geoff 

 

 

 

 

 

Massed Ringing 

Bishop’s Bells 
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June and Katherine – massed ringing conductors 

The raffle table The ‘tea and cake’ queue! 
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LADIES IN LAVENDER (The Lammas Ringers) 
 

The Lammas Ringers met in Jacky 

Tickner’s garden on a hot afternoon in 

late July for what passed for an 

unusual AGM to discuss our depleted 

numbers and dates and times of 

restarting our meetings in the autumn.  

 

We were thankful that Jacky had a 

gazebo so we could retreat out of the 

sun. It was decided to try an earlier 

start and finish to our meetings, 

beginning in early September, and 

reducing to 2 rather than 3 octaves.  
 

Discussion was also had about the 

storage of our equipment: as most of 

us are over 70 and some over 80, 

hefting the heavy bell cases up a 

narrow wooden staircase into the 

organ loft is becoming a serious health 

and safety issue.  

 

 

This has now been partly resolved, with the heavier boxes being allowed to 

remain downstairs. 
 

Cups of tea were very welcome at the end of our discussions, along with Beryl’s 

to-die-for, light-as-a-feather cheese straws and Janet’s mouth-watering lemon 

cake. We then helped Jacky to pick lavender for making into lavender bags in 

preparation for her joint 80th birthday celebrations with her twin sister. 

Chris Payne 
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Editor:  Here is another poem doing the rounds!! 
 

 
REMEMBER THE STORIES? 

 

Remember the stories that we used to read? 

Heroic adventures – we loved them indeed! 

We’d read in the garden, if wet, in the porch, 

Or under the covers at night with a torch! 
 

Our fingers would avidly trace lines of text 

Of what Katy Did, and what she Did Next. 

And, starting this journey along Mem’ry Lane 

We can’t forget Biggles, up there in his plane! 
 

We laughed and we laughed at Jennings at school. 

Tormenting his teachers by acting the fool. 

Just William’s young friends, and their latest trick – 

“I’ll scream and I’ll scream till I make myself sick!” 
 

Black Beauty the horse brought a tear to our eye – 

Some stories brought laughter, and some made us cry. 

Like Paddington Bear, and the things he would do 

Arriving by train from Darkest Peru. 
 

There was Noddy, and Rupert, and Peter Pan, too; 

The woodland adventures of Winnie-the-Pooh; 

Little Women and Crusoe and Chalet School Girls; 

Just So – all such stories were wonderful pearls! 
 

This poem could go on for page after page 

If your favourite is missing, please don’t fill with rage – 

Just nip to the loft, and dig through that box, 

And sit down and read – ignoring the clocks! 

By Nigel Beeton 
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THINGS TO DO IN THE GARDEN IN SEPTEMBER. 

The evenings are now drawing in and Autumn is upon us so enjoy your garden 

whilst it isstill at its peak. 

On dry sunny days seed from Annuals such as Alyssum, French Marigold and 

Tagetes canbe collected for sowing next Spring, do not collect the seed of Fl 

Hybrids as the newplants will not be the same as the originals. 

Continue to deadhead the flower border so that it will stay in bloom until the first 

frost. 

To produce good blooms Dahlias need to be fed with a high potash liquid feed 

once a fortnight. 

Cuttings of Fuchsia and Pelargonium can still be taken. 

Keep Camellias and Rhododendrons well watered to ensure good bud formation 

for flowering next Spring. 

Evergreen Hedges should be given a final trim before Winter. 

Daffodils and Narcissi should be planted this month or next for a good Spring 

display. 

A late sowing of Spinach and Turnip can still be made. overwintering Onion Sets 

and Spring Cabbage should be planted out, 

Cut out the fruited canes of Loganberry and Raspberry. 

Apply an Autumn Dressing to the Lawn when rain is forecast 

 

 

 

 Little Known Facts 

1. Hot water will turn into ice faster than cold water. 

2. The Mona Lisa has no eyebrows. 

3. The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue. 

4. Ants take a rest for only around 8 minutes in any 12 hour period. 

5. Coca-Cola was green when originally invented. 

6. When the moon is directly overhead, you will weigh slightly less. 

7. The names of all the continents end with the same letter that they start with. 

8. “Rhythm” is the longest English word without a vowel. 

9. A snail can sleep for three years. 

10. Butterflies taste with their feet. 
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THINGS TO DO IN THE GARDEN IN OCTOBER. 

All tender plants and shrubs should be brought indoors at the first sign of frost 

and kept in a frost free place. 

Cut back and divide Herbaceous Perennials. 

Dahlias should be lifted and stored once they have been blackened by the frost. 

Reduce the height of Bush Roses to minimise root damage caused by wind rock 

during thewinter months, Climbing Roses should be pruned with the remaining 

stems being tied to a wall or trellis. 

Tulip Bulbs should be ordered or purchased for planting next month, remember 

that the bigger the bulb the larger the flower, prepared hyacinths and Narcissi 

"Paperwhite"should be planted in pots for a Christmas display, mixed colour 

Hyacinths will not all flower at the same time. 

Sweet Peas should be sown under glass at the end of the month. 

Now is a good time to plant Hedges, Shrubs and Trees. 

        John  Boon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed.- Back in January 2021, I included some PARAPROSDOKIANS in 

the Newsletter.  Here are a few more! 
 

Where there’s a will, I want to be in it. 
 

If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong. 
 

We never really grow up; we only learn how to act in public. 
 

I thought I wanted a career. Turns out I just wanted the pay cheques. 
 

They begin the evening news with ‘Good Evening,’ then proceed to tell 

you why it isn’t. 
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HRGB SOUTH EAST REGION DIARY 2021-2022 

 

National virtual events 2021 using Zoom: 
October  23     Arranging Music 
 

Dates for SE events:  
  

2021 
October           30        AGM (no rally) Sanderstead                  
November        20        SERBO – application form in this issue 
                        

2022 
May 8    SERBO Concert, Harlequin Theatre, Redhill 

21    East Kent Rally – Headcorn 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE from April 
                                                        

June               11        Handbell Festival Service, Guildford    
                                                                       Cathedral TBC 
SERBO rehearsal dates: 
22 January;  19 February PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE    
26 March;  2 April;  23 April;  30 April     
 

 

NOTICE 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the  
HANDBELL RINGERS OF GREAT BRITAIN SOUTH EAST REGION 

will be held on Saturday 30th October 2021 at 2.30 pm  
at All Saints’ Church Hall, Onslow Gardens,  

Sanderstead, Surrey CR2 9AB 
 

If you are intending to come, please let the Secretary know. 
Sandra Winter, email sandra@hrgb.org.uk 
or telephone 020 8657 1344.  Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HRGB Registered Charity numbers 298945 (England) and SCO38918 (Scotland). 

Website: www.hrgbse.org.uk 

Facebook : www.facebook.com/HrgbSe 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/HRGBSE 

mailto:sandra@hrgb.org.uk


SE REGION COMMITTEE AND JOB HOLDERS 2019/20 
 

CHAIR, Youth Rep,  
 & Sales Table Manager 

Helen Secker 020 8295 3017 

VICE CHAIR, NEC Rep & 
Oxon & Bucks Rep 

Alan Cooper 07964 615428 

SECRETARY & Honorary 
Life Member 

Sandra Winter 
 

020 8657 1344 
 

TREASURER John Boon 01483 874123 

   

MEMBER & Newsletter 
Editor 

Valerie Boon 01483 874123 

MEMBER & NEC Rep Gay Cooper 07964 615428 

MEMBER & Kent Rep Sue Quarendon 01622 891864 

MEMBER & Honorary Life 
Member 

Keith Rowland 01252 409438 

MEMBER Jill Glennerster 07821 131303 

MEMBER Libby Eldridge 01883 622808 

MEMBER  Martin Winter 020 8657 1344 

MEMBER & Surrey Rep Alan Sharps 01784 244665 

   

Webmaster Grant O’Sullivan  

Berks Representative Meg Hostler 01189 731569 

London Representative Di Ashton 020 8981 0261  

Music Resource Advisor Kathryn Hughes 020 8462 9419 

   

Honorary Life Members George Francis 
John Tipping 
Alan Collings 

Bill Butler 
Philip Bedford 

 



JOHN TAYLOR & CO
BELLFOUNDERS
BELLHANGERS

CARILLON BUILDERS
HANDBELL CRAFTSMEN

We are renowned the world over for
providing the most mellow and sonorous
sounding bells for tower or in hand.

New Bells.

Bells matched to original sets.

Exceptional reputation in quality
Restoration of old sets.

The John Taylor Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, Leics. LE11 1AR
www.taylorbells.co.uk or enquiries@taylorbells.co.uk

tel. 01509 212241 fax 01509 263305

Bells of Whitechapel Ltd.

All your handbell needs from one source!

Whitechapel handbells and Malmark handchimes and
handbells … refurbishment … inspection reports …

spare parts … fitted cases … mallets … gloves … music …
workshops … music notebook folders … friendly advice …

Bells of Whitechapel
Unit Q, Bromley Business Centre,

27 Hastings Road, Bromley, Kent BR2 8NA
Telephone 020 8462 9419

Email swinter@bellsofwhitechapel.london
www.bellsofwhitechapel.london


